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Obituary of Hazrat Mawlana Ya'qub Isa Kawdrawi Sahib (R.A.) 



In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

It was a Tuesday night, the 28 th of Shawwal, 1434, corresponding to the 3 rd of September, 2013. The 
time was 8:00 pm in South Africa and 1 1:30 pm in India. Hazrat Mawlana Ya'qub Isa Kawdrawi Sahib's 
plane had taken off safely, and was proceeding steadily en route to India. Aboard this plane, suspended 
between the heavens and earth, our beloved teacher Hazrat Mawlana Ya'qub Isa Sahib breathed his last 
and returned to his creator. 

To Allah we belong and to Allah we will return. May Allah forgive him, elevate his station, and make Paradise 
his abode. 

Oh Allah forgive him and have mercy on him. Grant him well being and pardon him. Make his stay hospitable 
and expand his grave. Bathe him with water, snow, and ice. Cleanse him of sin just as a white garment is 
cleansed of dirt. Grant him a new home better than his home. And grant him a family better than his family. 
Enter him into Paradise. Protect him, through your mercy, from the fire and from the trials of grave, O Most 
Merciful One. And send blessings upon the best of creation, Muhammad, and upon all of his family and 
companions. 

For a full three years prior to his passing, Hazrat suffered from an acute kidney ailment that required him 
to undergo dialysis twice a week, with each treatment taking up to four hours. Despite this debility, 
Hazrat remained tenaciously devoted to teaching, and would continue to deliver his lessons on Imam 
Bukhari (RA.) famous al-Jami' as-Saheeh. Despite his deteriorating condition and terminal illness, Hazrat 
would spend his nights in preparing the following day's lesson, and remained extremely punctual in his 
lessons, never missing class. 

Earlier that year, on the 20 th of Ramadan, Hazrat Mawlana Ya'qub Sahib travelled to Randair, India, 
staying there for a complete two weeks. Throughout the duration of his stay, Hazrat regularly travelled 
near and far to give advice, deliver lectures, and conduct educational programs. On the 25 th of August, 
Hazrat Mawlana returned to South Africa. His health began to deteriorate after returning, and for a week 
thereafter, he remained in critical condition. In this state, he decided to make a second trip to India, and 
on a Tuesday morning, September 3, 2013, he departed on an 1 1:30 am flight. 

That Tuesday morning, prior to his flight, I went to visit him, finding him to be feeling fine and in high 
spirits. I dropped him off at the airport, and bid him farewell with a hearty handshake and warm embrace. 
Little did I know that this meeting would be our very last. 

Hazrat remained extremely uneasy for the first five hours of the flight, according to the news we received. 
However, despite his discomfort, he remained patiently engaged in the remembrance of Allah, thanking 
him, and submitting himself to His decree. According to my Aunt's report, from the time he departed 
Johannesburg, Hazrat Mawlana remained engaged in dhikr, with the words 'Allah, Allah' on his tongue. 
With three hours left till landing, Hazrat Moulana began chanting 'Ilia Allah' with a darb, and with that, 
while seated in his place, he ascended to his Creator. 



Whatever Allah takes belongs to Him, and to Him belongs what He gives. 

Hazrat Mawlana's body was then brought from Bombay to Randair. Randair always held a special place 
in Hazrat's heart and remained his preferred place of residence. He lived there for thirty-four years and 
designated it as his watn asli (primary residence). After leaving India, Hazrat would continue to reminisce 
over Randair, without his seventeen-year stay in South Africa serving to diminish that in any way. His 
nostalgia only increased during his illness, and he would sometimes impulsively say, 'How I wish, from 
the inner-most depths of my heart, that my death take place either in the Haramain (sacred precincts in 
Makkah al Mukkaramah and Madinah al Munawwarah) or in Randair.' Perhaps it was the effect of this 
dua that this deep seated desire of Hazrat was realized, and Allah had it that he was buried in Randair, 
where he will forever remain beside his beloved teacher Mawlana Abdul Ghani Kawi, may Allah enlighten 
his grave. 

Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya always remained the center of Hazrat Mawlana Ya'qub Sahib's thoughts and 
object of his desire. In addition, almost every single senior, leading teacher of Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya 
holds the honour of having studied with Hazrat. These teachers had the additional honour of preparing 
his ghusl (p re-burial ritual bath) and kafn (dressing of the deceased). After the Zuhr prayer, in front of an 
enormous crowd of scholars, pious people, students of ilm, and others, Arifbillah, Faqih of Gujrat, Mufti 
Ahmad Khanpuri Sahib lead the janaza prayer. Hazrat was then taken towards his final resting place. 
Hundreds of mourners gathered to witness the burial, and with heavy hearts and teary eyes, they lowered 
Hazrat into the ground. 

<jjaljj ^yi *UJajj jji cJ«^.l 

Oh Allah, make his grave into a garden of the gardens of Paradise. 
In light of the narration, 

(j^wl^-a Ij^j^il' 

'Recall the merits of the deceased', 

it would not be out of place to mention certain merits of Hazrat Mawlana Ya'qub Isa Sahib. Despite the 
fact that Hazrat is not in any need of my praise, I deem it his right upon me that I mention what a kind 
teacher and compassionate mentor he was, and the influence he had. It is the custom of the world we live 
in that broken, grieved hearts find consolation in extolling the deceased, and that those unaware of the 
persona of a deceased be informed of virtues. Thus it is no surprise that his many students take 
admonition from his passing, and be infused with passion to continue his legacy. It was this passion that 
drove me to pen these lines, though, in spite of doing so, I remain unable to discharge Hazrat's right. The 
following are a few of Hazrat's many marks of distinction: 

• The greatest of Mawlana Ya'qub's merits was that he was an unrivalled, exceptional teacher. He 
remained teaching day in and day out for forty consecutive years. Just days before his death he 
was delivering a lesson on Sahih al-Bukhari. Throughout Hazrat's lengthy tenure, there was 
hardly a book of the celebrated Bars Nizami curriculum that he did not teach. Moreover, Hazrat 



was a teacher in the truest sense. His lessons were lively, powerful, and moving. His explanations 
were so lucid that he would make even the most difficult passages would seem easy. There was 
also a certain wittiness about Hazrat's nature. He would constantly have a rhyming, cadent 
passage on the tip of his tongue. Due to these witty statements of his, Hazrat's lessons would 
always be animated and lively. Students would sit through his entire lesson without feeling 
burdened in the least. 

While teaching, there were certain quotes that Hazrat Mawlana (R.A.) would routinely say. In 
fact, these were so customary that some of his students compiled them into a book, along with 
their corresponding English translations. 

• Though Hazrat taught almost every book in the Bars Nizami curriculum, and all of his lessons 
were excellent, his lessons on tarjumah (translation) of the Quran held particular merit. These 
were greatly received both by students and the laity. Hazrat had especial love for the tafsir of 
Hazrat Mawlana Ashraf Ali Thanwi (RA.) (author of Bayan al-Quran) and Allama Alusi (RA.) 
(author of Ruh al-Ma'aant) . There was hardly a tafsir lesson of his devoid of mention of those two 
authors. Many students also recorded his tafsir lessons on cassette tapes. We ask that Allah make 
these publically available. 

• Hazrat never remained confined to the four walls of the madrasa. Alongside teaching, he 
remained actively engaged in conducting educational programs, delivering islahi (reformative) 
lectures, and da'wah and tabligh (propagation and dissemination of faith). There was hardly a city 
or valley in the entire state of Surat, India that Hazrat did not visit for the sake of conducting one 
program or another throughout his twenty-four year stay in Randair. 

Hazrat Mufti Abdur Raheem Sahib Lajpuri (R.A.), the Grand Mufti of India and Imam and 
Khatib of the famous Hajira Masjid in Randair, also relied heavily on Hazrat. Whenever Shaykh 
al-Hadith Mawlana Raza Ajmeri (RA.) was absent, Mawlana Ya'qub Isa Sahib would be 
requested to deliver the speech before the jumuah prayer in Mawlana Raza Ajmeri (RA.) place. 
After these speeches, Mufti Abdur Rahim Sahib Lajpuri (RA.) would always praise and endorse 
what Mawlana Ya'qub Sahib said. 

On this same note, whenever Shaykh al-Hadith Mawlana Raza Ajmeri (RA.) (d. 1994) or Shaykh 
al-Hadith Mawlana Ahmadullah (RA.) (d. 1983) would be unable to attend any engagement, 
they would send Mawlana Ya'qub Sahib in their place. Mawlana Ya'qub would also regularly 
speak in annual sirah programs during the month of Rabi' Awwal, and also on the topic of the 
martyrdom of Sayyidina Husain (may Allah be pleased with him) during the month of 
Muharram. 

• Hazrat would regularly travel during Ramadan. Scores of people would benefit during these 
lecture tours. During his earlier years, Hazrat would normally visit Daman and Nawapur in 
India, and later on in his life, Hazrat began to tour England during Ramadan. It is as if the echo 
of these lectures and advices still resonates. 



• One of the most unique things about Hazrat Mawlana Ya'qub Sahib was that despite the 
immense knowledge that he had, any titles that he had received, and the position of Shaykh al- 
Hadith that he held, he led an extremely simple life. He was such an exemplar of humility that an 
onlooker would hardly fathom that within such a seemingly simple exterior lay such an internal 
treasure trove of knowledge, wisdom, and piety. 

He was also very casual and not unnecessarily formal with his students and juniors. He would 
always honor the many guests who came to visit him. 

• Hazrat would always keep a pen and notebook at his side when he was reading. Whenever he 
would happen across an interesting point, he would immediately write it down. 

It is not even known how many of these notebooks Hazrat left behind. If these were to be 
compiled together, they would easily form a whole series of books. 

• Hazrat was someone fortunate enough to have spent 40 years of his life under the shade of the 
Quran and Hadith. He was the quintessence of consistency, such that he evoked memories of 
glorious scholars of the past. Despite suffering from a terminal illness, he never allowed himself 
to miss a lesson. The result of this dedication is that today there remains a great group of Hazrat's 
students, all nurtured under his spiritual tutelage, trailing in his legacy, and serving Islam in 
respectable posts both inside and outside of Gujarat. We hope that this will be a means of 
sadaqah jariya (perpetual reward) for Hazrat until the Day of Judgment. The respectable 
principal of Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya, Mawlana Ya'qub Ashraf Sahib and the current Shaykh al- 
Hadith, Qari Abdur Rasheed Ajmeri Sahib (may Allah Ta'ala increase them in nobility) were 
both nurtured under his tutelage and inherited from his spirituality. 

• While Hazrat was in Randair, it may have been that his faid (spiritual influence) was confined to 
Gujarat. Then, through an unseen course, Allah Ta'ala unfolded a means for Hazrat's reach and 
influence to permeate the world. After over two decades in Randair, Hazrat moved to South 
Africa, where he took up the post of Shaykh al-Hadith and taught Sahih Bukhari and Sunan 
Tirmidhi in the famous girls' madrasa for 18-19 years. Students from all over the world flocked to 
South Africa to study at Hazrat's feet, coming from such countries as the USA, Canada, England, 
Reunion, Mauritius, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Botswana, and countless others. It is as if 
Hazrat's moving to South Africa was but an excuse for his scope to expand, and the fruits of his 
efforts to be delivered to the corners of the globe. 

I was fortunate to have spent a total of 25 years in Hazrat's company (19 years in South Africa and 6 years 
in Gujarat). During this period, I enjoyed his close company and I was able to observe him at an intimate 
level. 

Mawlana Ya'qub was actually the only of my teachers whom I studied with who had moved to South 
Africa. Due to this, I was in constant contact with him, and I would consult him whenever necessary. 
Whenever I would travel locally or abroad, I made it a practice to first visit him and request his duos. 



When Hazrat was departing for his final journey to India in which he passed away, I had the fortune of 
meeting him before he left. With a handshake and a warm embrace, I bade him farewell and prayed, 'I 
entrust your faith, well-being, and the conclusion of your actions to Allah.' 

This world is but a transitory realm, none has stayed for eternity, nor will anyone remain. Each has to 
depart at his appointed time. However, it still remains a source of grief that we were not able to recognize 
Hazrat's lofty station during his life, and that we remained incognizant of his many virtues. Alas, now we 
have nothing to console ourselves but dua. We ask that Allah Ta'ala grant Hazrat Mawlana the highest 
stations of Jannah al-Firdaws and that Allah Ta'ala make Mawlana's trying sickness a means of expiating 
his sins and exalting his status. 

Also, all of us students are indebted and owe our thanks to Mawlana Ya'qub Ashraf Sahib, the respectable 
principal of Darul Uloom Ashrafiyya, and the Shaykh al-Hadith, Qari Abdur Rasheed Ajmeri Sahib (may 
Allah increase their nobility), and their companion Mawlana Iqbal, and Haji Ashraf, the son of Mawlana 
Abdul Ghani Kawi (may Allah enlighten his grave). They presided over our beloved teacher's transition to 
his final abode by giving him a ritual bath ighust) and facilitating his funeral and burial. 

In conclusion, I pray that Allah grant my Aunt, her son Molwi Owais, her daughters, and son-in-law 
Molwi Iqbal patience and abundant reward. During Hazrat's final illness, my Aunt was a model of 
service, compassion, courage, collectedness, and wisdom, the likeness of which is rarely witnessed in our 
times. May Allah also allow all of us students to follow in our beloved teacher's footsteps. 

Ameen 

With a heavy heart, 

Abbas bin Adam Sarigat 

Servant of Darul Uloom Zakariyya 
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